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Traditional National Ideas in the U.S Military
After the Cold War, the military of the United States became a formidable force that was large regarding size and well equipped and could meet any Soviet warfare conceivable, both conventional or nuclear. There was a Reagan Build up which entailed a significant infusion of technology and funds which took place during the 1980s. It allowed for the American military to modernize its doctrine, weapons and also training. The military learned how to motivate and recruit efficiently. The Military enjoyed it’s conquer of the Iraqi forces that were in Kuwait, and it is planning to have improvements implemented further in its war-fighting conventional capabilities (Lowenthal, n. d)
According to Kirkpatrick, the triumph that came with the freedom movements within the Eastern and Central Europe and with the communism rollback, the United States military can return towards its roots in history through demobilizing after its cold war victory (the United States, 2005). The army did not want to be a typical team but instead give the world the full expression of the power rather than downsizing and demobilizing. The organization to this date still leverage their military assets and as a result have become a worldwide power beyond that which other countries such as Britain and Rome has ever witnessed (United States, 2005). 
Today, much of the American military is still structured in a manner that defeats and meats a threat from the Soviet that had stopped existing a long while back. It does not merely comprise only of the weaponry; the group has expanded further to whatever is known uncontestably as the most extensive military group on earth. There has been persistence in the cold war structure and the thought that with the approach employed on them is an illustration of whatever is known as the military inertia. The military has however privatized in the current century. There are several paramilitary forces such as DynCorp mercenary firms as well as other private corporations such as the KBR that carries out some of the typical tasks in the military such as cleaning and cooking, mounting the guard duty and delivering mails to the military bases that are abroad (United States, 2005). 
The persistence of the American military on the traditional ideas of the Cold War regarding postures and structures in the group has assisted in hiding the emergence of dangerous and new mutant version of deadly armed forces. According to the United States, (2005) article, the mish-mash of the civilian contractors, special ops, CIA as well as other operatives have been plunged into secrecy, and they are hidden from the standard view. 
The military is composed of an old-fashioned and uniformed military which guards the Cold War turf that has been preserved like a museum monument exhibit. The mutant group is striving for great success in expanding its influence across the entire globe (United States, 2005). However, the approaches are leading to unruly conduct by some special ops and contractors as well as paramilitaries who are currently seeking more domination. The nuclear, unconventional, conventional, sea, cyber, air, land, among other realms, are required to be mastered in the military group (United States, 2005). 
The ideas need to be changed as they are loaded with some loot, and they are being praised towards the rafters. The uncontained military of America lacks direction and discipline. It has never been in a position to make choices that are truly tough. The United States Ops has touched over 150 different countries that is between 2011 and 2014 (United States, 2005). All the activities’ results have been repetitive and now are tragically predictable with lots of spread in chaos, numerous inflicted casualties and have unaccomplished missions. The approach to military needs to be significantly altered and revolutionized to minimize the harm caused by the soldiers. 
The focus of National Security on Non-traditional Concerns
The policies on national security should focus more on the concerns that are non-traditional such as Climate. The threat of climate change should be considered an issue under national security. Programs such as the Medea can be established whereby the operatives of intelligence as well as the civilian scientists can collaborate to understand better the effects on the changes in the environment. The programs should provide the researchers with access to efficient intelligence assets such as the sensor, satellites as well as the tidal and ocean readings coming from the submarines of the Navy. The scientists can track better and also document the climatic alterations around the globe and also allow for close collaboration with other security agencies (Haugen, Thomson Gale, 2008). 
National security Policies also have to consider the matter of petrol overreliance. Some advantages come with unlocking the vast reserves of oil and natural gas where the new production of oil, as well as gas, will protect the country from any periodic shock characterized by the energy market in the world. Other people have suggested that a significant reduction in the imports that are petroleum based in the United States may adversely affect the country’s relationship with other nations whose government international revenue comprises of that generated from oil exports (Haugen, Thomson, 2008). 
However, the overreliance of the country on the petroleum can be dangerous. According to a recent report, the trade deficit of the United States widened with the increase in the oil imports. With the excessive investment in oil imports, the country should think of different ways to invest those resources at home. Burning oil could as well exacerbate the effect of global warming that is a significant threat to the national security. For that reason, the country should kick out the addition on oil through investing in the clean –energy types of reforms that would reduce the demand on oil while at the same time taking the necessary steps in curbing global warming (Haugen, Thomson, 2008). 
On the other hand, Rare earth elements are important for the economic and military well-being of the United States. However, the United States has been lax particularly regarding securing their supply. China dominates the rare earth elements and metals, and it is likely to impact the national security of the United States within the next few years. The economic impact of rare earth materials in the U.S is evident. The rare earth items such as metals that can be used for weapon manufacture as well as platform building are a huge concern especially during the tightening budget on defense and economic crisis (Haugen, Thomson, 2008). 
To resolve the problem, the government should consider funding research on the rare earth elements. That would entail building and creating more interest in the U.S leadership within the rare earth development and research. Congress could consider finding the application sciences behind the acquisition of the materials within their military curriculum (Haugen & Thomson, 2008). New Programs on Critical Minerals can be instituted to protect those strategic materials and also to keep the inventory on the minerals that are on hand to mitigate the respective stock supply. “That will ensure that the United States can handle the market disruptions and determine the mining stages which will require funding from the government.” (Haugen, Thomson, 2008). 
Technical and Human Information Collection
The intelligence agencies in America are not relying too much on the functional collection instead of the human collection of information. There has been a growing challenge of the inundation of the intelligence community with lots of unnecessary information. They are sometimes overwhelmed by the data, and the analyst may sometimes lose their capacity to pick whatever is essential to them, and they may not make appropriate judgments. Therefore, they should consider employing other human collection approaches meant to derive intelligence from human contact or source. The intelligence agencies can develop informant networks and infiltrate the terrorist movements that are through espionage are some of the ways in which intelligence can be gathered through human collection. The operative in this kind of intelligence gathering has to be vigorously trained on a particular type of a target monitoring. 
Regarding technical collection, the agency may employ an apparatus that is technologically advanced rather than dealing with the human information source to gauge the activities of the terrorist covertly. Highly complex techniques that can be used include the communication an electronic intelligence, imaging or photographic intelligence as well as the internet and computer intelligence. The significant amount of info can be derived from various parts of the globe using traffic analysis, decrypting methods, phone and cable tapping, satellite pictures, piloted aircraft, among others (Lowenthal, n. d)
The human collection has several advantages to the approach. One of them is that it can be utilized in revealing the enemy intentions and plans and as well uncovering the weapon and scientific developments before they are detected or used by other different systems of technical collection. The method can provide documentary evidence regarding the activities carried out by the enemy (Apse, 2017). It is cost effective in relative terms, and it can provide some coverage in regions that are beyond the other sources’ capabilities. It may as well reveal some construction features of the vulnerable elements. The human collection can also provide real-time intelligence through radio calls. However, the method of intelligence collection can have its limitations. One of them is that the success of collection cannot be predicted entirely with certainty. Verifying the information or determining information reliability can be difficult (Apse, 2017). 
Technical collection method can also be advantageous. One of the benefits is that it can process, identify and also analyze huge data quantities and also providing surveillance and image info at a greater rate than the human collection. There is also advancement in technology with file sharing, networking, and the social media which has embedded the sharing of information to be carried out on a global scale. It as well allows the intelligence agencies to gain insight into most personal plans, thoughts, discussion and opinions with others either friend or foe. However, the method of information gathering has been questioned in terms of privacy concerns. People are now being scrutinized carefully, and they have resulted in some recent scandals such as the Wikileaks (Apse, 2017). The intelligence agencies and activities are in need of becoming accountable and transparent towards the public. The national security agencies are not too reliant on the Technical collection approaches at the expense of human intelligence method (Apse, 2017). The reason is that the features as well as the purpose of the Techint and Humint are significantly different for any to be solely relied on by an agency. 
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